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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 
This report provides a Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) for the Pauma Casino Expansion 
project located in San Diego County.   The proposed project is located approximately 11 
miles east of Interstate 15 and 1/2 mile east of State Highway 76 on the south side of 
Pauma Reservation Road.  
 
The traffic analysis will address effects of future development on the existing and 
planned transportation system.   
 
For the purposes of the study, the "Project" will be defined as a casino expansion 
project that would include a 400 room hotel and expansion of the existing 43,260 
square-foot casino (which includes 37,100 square feet of gaming area).  The key 
proposed Project components are anticipated to include the construction and operation 
of the following: 
 

♦ A new casino with approximately 73,583 square feet of gaming area and up to 
2,500 slot machines. 

♦ An approximately 400-room hotel. 
♦ Multiple retail and food & beverage facilities (e.g., several specialty restaurants, a 

high-end restaurant, coffee shop, buffet, food court, cabaret lounge, and several 
retail shops). 

♦ A 1500-seat Multi-Purpose Events Center. 
♦ Meeting Facilities. 
♦ A resort spa, two-acre pool, and pool bar. 
♦ An Administrative and Facilities Center 
♦ An approximately 1,500-space parking garage and 2,400-space surface parking 

lot. 
♦ A new or upgraded wastewater treatment system. 
♦ Potential improvements to Pauma Reservation Road and to the SR 76/Pauma 

Reservation Road intersection. 
 
Results of the segment analysis indicate that SR 76, west of Old Highway 395, SR 76, I-
15 to Pala Mission Road, and SR 76, Pala Mission Road to Cole Grade Road within the 
study area are currently operating at unacceptable levels of service.  
 
The project is expected to generate 4,848 daily trips, and 339 PM peak hour trips.  
These trips were assigned to roadways in the vicinity of the project site and the resulting 
traffic increases were compared to Caltrans and County standards for the determination 
of significant traffic impacts.  A summary of the results follows: 
 

♦ Traffic increases generated by the project will not cause any roadway levels of 
service to be reduced below LOS D. 
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♦ Traffic increases generated by the project will impact SR 76, west of Old 

Highway 395 and between I-15 and Cole Grade Road, which currently operate at 
LOS E and/or F. 

 
♦ Traffic increases generated by the project will cause the intersections of SR 76/I-

15 NB Ramps and SR 76/Pauma Reservation Road to operate at LOS E and/or 
F. 

 
♦ Traffic generated by the project will potentially cause traffic increases at 

intersections already operating at LOS E or F in Horizon Year (2030) 
 
In order to mitigate these impacts the following mitigation measures are recommended: 
 

♦ At the intersection of SR 76/I-15 NB Ramp, the Tribe shall work closely with 
Caltrans to develop its fair share costs for improvements if and when such 
improvements are implemented. 

 
♦ At the intersection of SR 76/Pauma Reservation Road  

o Signalize (Signal warrant provided as Appendix C). 
o Add an eastbound left turn lane, a westbound right turn lane, and add a 

southbound lane that will provide for a dedicated left turn and dedicated 
right turn.  These improvements will result in the following lane geometry 
Eastbound (SR76): 1 left, 1 thru 
Westbound (SR76): 1 thru, 1 right 
Southbound (Pauma Reservation Road): 1 left, 1 right 
 

The following is an alternative mitigation measure to the SR 76/Pauma Reservation 
Road improvements: 

 
♦ Construct a signalized access roadway from SR 76 to Pauma Casino east of 

existing Pauma Reservation Road.  
o Signalize 
o This access roadway will have the following lane geometry 

Eastbound (SR76): 1 left, 1 thru 
Westbound (SR76): 1 thru, 1 right 
Southbound (Access Road): 1 left, 1 right 

 
It is recommended that the project applicant work with Caltrans and the County to 
provide the necessary improvements and a fair share towards the corridor study 
improvements along SR 76. 
 
If the recommended mitigation measures are implemented project traffic impacts will 
decrease to insignificant levels. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1  PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 
This traffic impact study has been prepared for the purpose of determining the direct and 
cumulative traffic impacts related to the development of a proposed casino expansion 
project located in San Diego County.   
 
1.2  PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 
 
The proposed project is located approximately 11 miles east of Interstate 15 and 1/2 mile 
north of State Highway 76, and on the east side of Pauma Reservation Road. The project 
location is shown in Figure 1-1.  The study area was determined by VRPA, using other 
traffic impact studies in the area. The study area for the project is shown in Figure 1-2. 
 
The traffic analysis will address effects of future development on the existing and planned 
transportation system.   
 
For the purposes of the study, the "Project" will be defined as a casino expansion project 
that would include a 400 room hotel and expansion of the existing 43,260 square-foot 
casino (which includes 37,100 square feet of gaming area).  The key proposed Project 
components are anticipated to include the construction and operation of the following: 
 

♦ A new casino with approximately 73,583 square feet of gaming area and up to 2,500 
slot machines. 

♦ An approximately 400-room hotel. 
♦ Multiple retail and food & beverage facilities (e.g., several specialty restaurants, a 

high-end restaurant, coffee shop, buffet, food court, cabaret lounge, and several 
retail shops). 

♦ A 1500-seat Multi-Purpose Events Center. 
♦ Meeting Facilities. 
♦ A resort spa, two-acre pool, and pool bar. 
♦ An Administrative and Facilities Center 
♦ An approximately 1,500-space parking garage and 2,400-space surface parking lot. 
♦ A new or upgraded wastewater treatment system. 
♦ Potential improvements to Pauma Reservation Road and to the SR 76/Pauma 

Reservation Road intersection. 
 

1.3  SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA 
 
  The project would cause a significant traffic impact if one of the following conditions were 
to occur: 
 






















































































































































