
Mr. CJiAanLzitCl 
President, e.0.0. 
Multimedia Games, k. 
8900 Shoa1:CreeJc Bhd, Bfdg. 3 
A.astin, T m  78757 

This letter responds to yo- request of Mmh 21, 2001, for a Netiana Iadiao Gaming 
Csmmissia (NIGC) d o t d a t i o n  of vCrbethat the MepNanza e e s  of games are class II or 

4 class III games. I h e  mated& reviewed include a game debGliption, i n k a t J o n  Wpt the 
method ofplay and 0th 6igdicant chanctristics of Ue gmnc, videotapes of the game in 
plqy, d ap indcpcn(ht Jab nport. The Jab rqm cousidered several tbemes of games with 
simi1= gape plays and pay tables, Including Tartex," Wrfd Spinner" d "MeMm." 
Some of & other variants of tbe gome Mud= W1ut-y Ts,* 'a3inbow 7%; "Bad Monkey," 
aad the " F ~ t  C o M  Deluxe" series ofgmncs. The analysis, and our conclusions, applies 
to the varidw rcnditians of MegiNa~za 
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i 
, 4) bier IO the start of the game, thc game host computer cbmks the drawn 

b b e r s  against th deek to ved& that the deck coataias at lean oat& g a m d g  
jMttmFard 

GBme Pla ,. Tha game' may bc played llsing either rn eleEtronic player station @PS) ar by -4 pdasing! a pspa vusion at a Point of Sale tezdnd. Erh EPS is linked cl&mady to 
other EPS'~, to a c a d  carnpuber that aa~ as a game host and to a Point of SaJe termid fix 
the sale oea paper v d a n  of tht: game. The game quires  only ~SVO p-w tb be logged 
o h  tho E])S system in order fbr a game to begin or to ctmtim)~ 

! 
9pu1 an accotrnt at a Point of Sale twroinal and rectlivas a player card that 

is read by the EPS. Once an account has been esrobBsbed via the player 
player mhy a h  use P bill Vgndatw located 011 tbe EPS to increase his 
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~taa~dindra m e  kbaratpry analysis, tbC game dso cmhhs a ''Rsspin b a m ~ "  bonus 
mode, h&oyer, does not sect the pa'yout or the outcome of the game becanse the mtcme 
ispdetadmined by the system. This portion of the game appsm to be p\aeiy for 

- :  value, s b  it dot6 net mate a secondary opparmniry fbr the playa b win any 
ornomat b o n d  wbat the initial game outconre has ;IIready determined to be. 

~pplicable Law 
i 



25 US.C. 2703(7)(A)- Games that am not within tbt definition of class II are class 
lE- See a V.S.C. g 2703(8), 

I (1) Play fm plizes with cards bezing nnmbers or otba 
designations; 

: 
i (3) Wxa tha game by being the fitst persan to Caver a 
I 

dtignatcd pattam on such 

@): Ifpkyod 1. the same lotation o bing. or lotto, p d - t a b ~  pmch bamds, tip j a  
instant bi&p, and atbar games similar to biogo[.] 

! 

I 

JGRA that c m  II gams ntilizc b e ~ ~ e c t r o n i ~  a oms m b m  
ai&" 23; U.S.C. 6 27030. MtX ngulations define a tedmoIogb aid as "a dw&e ...W 
when used. ..is not a game of lhamcc but merely assisrs a playa pr thrs plsyjng of a game and 
ir xeacljd dbthguishsble h m  the playing of a game of chance on an efectndc a 
clec?ro~hsru9ssl fbimjle," 25 C3.R 8 502-7- If a game is  fauad to amfain tbe 
furrdamdal characteristics of a class 11 game, and it is .played using an eIedrmit or 
e l e c t r o ~ c a l  device, the detol.nripirng faeta in its clasrification then bornas whetha it 
is an tlccl+mic aid to the play of a game at a facsimile of a game. . 

. . 
I 







I 
instant B&o and Pull-tab8 

A gamc o i  imtant bingo invplves jnmhasing a sad which is played by a player removing 
little slips/of paper, which ad as c o n d i n g  flaps. revrrliog mmbm and symbo1s which 
methen mpared by the play- to a listing of predcsjgrratcd winoing combinatiuns of 
numbers did symbols so that the playa my determine if and bow much the playtz has won. 
Julius M. iI..ocl Lodge of D'Noi BVWh No. 2113 v. C b m ~ i o n e r  of lnkmuI R m s ,  
98 F. 3d 1190 (5' Cit. 1996); NIGC Bulletin No. 99-02, August 18. 1999. MI-tabs, 
likeinshit bingo, att -mid h m  &G pools known as 'deals' am,airrikg anywhere 
h m  1 2 p  to 100,000 plktabs, deals have a fixed number of whenz md fosess." 
Diamond @me E~rmprrj~s v. Reno, 230 F.3d 365,367 @.C. Cir. 2000); See also SbrrceS 
N m  Cu+Zere Guide lo Gumbling, p. 801 (Simon & Schuater 1986); kposed Wee, 
67 Fed. Rqg 13296 (March 22,2002). On= of the essential dm& of either of tbese games 
is the use if a tlngiile mediuni, such as papa. upon which the game is played. 

i 

I 

i 
i 
j 

' ~ u l ~ n s s a o ~ t ~ ~ ~ b e b o l l a ~ b b ~ ~ ~ ~ b ~ ~ .  N ~ I ~ t o b e b h g o  
mndu law. tbr &axam must fill xitbiP IGIU's d ~ * r i o n  of bingo. As d c a d d  above, &is -cm deue n d  
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In ~ u m &  Game Enterprises v. Reno, 230 F3d 365 @.C. Cir. 2000), tbe united State 
Court of m e a l s  for the District of Colrtmbia Circnit conchled that a device f.so.cron 
as Ihe Lucky Tab Ut was a teihxmlpgical aid to 0 e  pfay of paper pd-tibs sod a dm Z I  
device vn+ the IGRA. n o  L'ucky Tab II device uses a paper roll of pdl-tab~ tbrt are read 
by an optiM scanner and thm d i i b y u i  ma a vidw monilor. ?he CoM conu2.uded h t  
fhagamt was not an electrdc f ~ s ~ l e  of the paper game and thu was nut excluded 
fiiDm thc c h s  II defidtioh 

I 

We rhink tbt Lucky Tab II is quite difbent from tW machine! at ime in 
C&zon fi To begin dth, thc; Lucky Tab U is not a Ucosa@fxid versiona' 
af iull-tabs. Although the Lucky Tab JJ has a video sfreen, the screen mmly  
di+lays the contents of a papa pull&&. Iostead of using a compuk to select 
p&cnxs. the Lucky Tab ll amally cub tabs fiom paperroI3.s and dispenses 
thab to playsrs in other words, tbo game is in the paper mlls, not as in thc 
cash oftbe Cubazon m e c ,  im the computer. 

%---, I 

Dhmond @*me v. Reno. 230 F. 3d at 367. 
I 




